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Preface

To reach the rank of Eagle Scout, a scout must plan, develop, and give leadership to other
scouts in a service project that is helpful to a religious institution, school, or his community. This
guide to the Confederate Cemetery in Newnan, Georgia was my Eagle Scout project. My interest
in this particular project came about in two different ways.

First, my family lives in one of the oldest homes in Newnan. The owner of the house in
the 1860’s was a Captain in the Coweta Rangers and served in the Confederate army during the
Civil War. Our house was also used by General Joe Wheeler as his headquarters during the
Battle of Browns Mill. So | have always had an interest in the local history. Second, a few years
ago my grandmother helped create a history guide for her local cemetery. When my family
visited her in Moultrie, she took us on the tour and | realized that there was a lot of history and
information in a cemetery.

When the time came to choose a project, | thought this would be a very interesting one. It
was also one | could share with other people and hopefully provide some interesting information.
| have tried to be as detailed as possible with the information | found in this cemetery.

Thomas Meadows Sumner
Boy Scouts of America
Troop 47, Newnan, Georgia
March - July, 2009

History

In 1868, the Ladies Memorial Association of Newnan began marking the Confederate
graves in Oak Hill Cemetery. Later the United Daughters of the Confederacy began taking care
of the graves. In 1950, Congressman Sid Camp helped get new markers for the graves. Today
there are 268 graves designated as the “Confederate Cemetery”. The graves mark the resting
place of soldiers from the each of the Confederate States.

The historical marker in the Confederate Cemetery in Newnan reads as follows:

“Here are buried 268 Confederate Soldiers most of whom died of wounds or
Disease in the several Confederate hospitals located in Newnan. Some were
killed in the battle fought south of here, 30 July 1864. Due to the efficiency of
the local hospitals, only two are “Unknown.” Most of these men were veterans
of many hard fought battles. Every state in the Confederacy is represented in
these burials. Also, buried here are two Revolutionary War Soldiers, and one
from the First World War.”
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HISTORICAL MARKER

The graves in the Confederate Cemetery are not in symmetrical rows. This site locator shows the graves’ rows
and numbers as listed by soldiers’ names on the following pages and will show visitors each grave location.



